2010 trials week
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This year it was Queensland’s turn to host trials week beginning with the Aussie Titles on 21 & 22 August at Thunderbird Park sponsored by Sherco Australia. 10 years have passed since a trial was held just north of Tamborine which was great as no-one has rehearsed at the venue. An excellent mix of sections was produced from dry loose hillclimbs and twisty gullies with all different off camber turns to deep water and muddy sections. The later proved the most challenging to me and black round slippery bowling ball shaped rocks covered with mud are so unpredictable. Riding in deep water is fine when you can see the bottom and the water is flowing to clear itself. Water was flowing quite well but the shear volume of riders coupled with big fields of riders with four laps of 10 sections on both days meant the water was only clear before the start each day. All of the water sections weaved their way through ½ metre to 1 metre diameter rocks with gravel bases only occasionally meaning there were plenty of holes to get stuck in. Logistically, there was a real worry of running out of time on both days and not completing all of the sections which occurs maximum points of 5 per section not attempted. Veterans (my grade), Womens, Juniors, Sidecars, Classic and Post Classic all shared the same sections incorporating white and blue lines. All of this coupled with excellent organization made for a very impressive Aussie Titles this year. Something anyone involved with should be very proud of. I personally was a little disappointed with the number of mistakes I made, but ninth out of 39 Veterans including the handicap is I suppose a top ten finish. In a field of some very experienced riders from all over Australia, perhaps not too bad. 
Mid week
There was a Gate trial at Wagers property at Esk sponsored by OSSA Australia. This is the first time I have ridden this excellent property and look forward to returning. A gate trial is pretty much opposite to normal rules and you score points by riding through gates with different levels of difficulty. Most points  wins in this format. The organisers  gave us a good mix of sections varying from deep river sand to huge plate rocks on all different angles splattered with loose rolling rocks to force errors. The problem with this format is it is rewarding to score points by riding through gates and accumulating points. But very frustrating as any mistake ie dab means that you loose all of your points for the section, which means it is a roller coaster ride. Another excellent run event and I was surprised at the end of the day as I finished in 1st place in ‘C’ grade as Veteran and C were combined.
ARENA TRIAL
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The last events for trials week were a totally man-made single day trials with Open Solo and Youth (B grade line) on Saturday and all of the lines eased off  for B, C, Veterans, Post Classic, Clubman and Junior on Sunday. Ever since the Stadium Trial was announced I had volunteered to be one of the section builders. All we had to start with was a dead level bitumen car park. Throughout the week shipping containers, logs, concrete pipes, skip bins, cars, pallets, cable reels, drums and grandstands had all been assembled with Jack Fields mobile trials display set as the backdrop. Quite a few people were involved in this mammoth task from tilt trays and bobcats to builders and co-ordinators all working together as a team.
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The format of the trial varied again as Indoor rules were used with rounds of eliminations. Each elimination meant that the sections were changed getting progressively harder to test the riders. Saturday after the trial meant a fairly big re-arrangement of sections with some final touches on Sunday before the start with all new lines to cater for everyone that didn’t compete on the day before. Traction was not a problem with classic Gold [image: image5.jpg]


Coast weather except on the freshly painted skip bins.  For me, quite a few mistakes as riding man-made obstacles can be very deceiving and daunting, with everything hard and square edges and unforgiving hot mix as a base. Veterans was not a huge field (I think mainly for this reason). Steve Holzhauser 1st, Tom Rafferty 2nd and me in 3rd without any venebles handicap as it is not used in Stadium Trials rules.
We have more pictures, just type in or click on HTTP://s885.photobucket.com/albums/ac58/250SHERCO/  then select Aus Titles Week and click on slide show.  Enjoy!

Look forward to the next Stadium Trial as from a rider’s point of view, rather confined space means you get to see more of everyone else’s riding and spectators get to see it all from the grandstands right in front of them.

