AUSTRALIAN OFF-ROAD CHAMPIONSHIP
Round 11 and round 12 of the Australian Off-Road Championships were held at Cherrabah Resort between Warwick and Stanthorpe on September the 4th and 5th. The Resort is set on five thousand acres and is mainly set up for horse riders but they let the Queenslanders run a few bike events there during the year. With Cabins, a pool and spas, plenty of camping space and hot showers it had everything for this type of event, plus a Function room and bar for the presentation at the end. Rd 11 was held on Saturday and was a Sprint format. They had two tracks marked out, the Yamaha test and the Motul test. The 85s, clubman, vets and ladies were on the Yamaha test, jnr125/250, seniors and pros were on the Motul test. After a sighting lap the riders lined up for racing, the bikes were let off one at a time 15 seconds apart, each lap timed to the second and the times added up at the end of the day to work out the winners. Kye Forbes went out for his first lap in the 12/14 yrs 85s and took just over 13mins to do a lap. This test was very tight 2nd and 3rd gear in and out of trees and two rocky creek crossing. Unfortunately a crash in lap 2 broke his front brake lever which added 2mins to his lap time. The dry sandy soil rutted up  and perfect berms formed on every corner, most people knocked 2 mins off their lap times and I was thinking that I should be riding not watching because it look unreal. After 4 laps it was midday and time to swap tracks. The Motul test was longer but more open and faster with the 85s doing a 15 min lap even after the other bikes had bermed up the corners. It had two rocky hill climbs were they were in first and working the clutch but the rest was 3rd and 4th through the trees and it looked fun. Kye finished 7th in his class and 34th overall in juniors. Saturday night the rain came down and didn’t stop till morning. Because of the sandy soil there were hardly any puddles but they had to cut out the creek crossings and hill climb because of how slippery the rocks were. Kye did five more laps of the Yamaha test and they were finished by 1pm. The Pros still had a round to go so all kids headed in the bush to watch and were blown away with how fast these guys are. Kye had finished 7th in his class again but had moved up to16th junior over all and had clocked up 4 and a half hours of riding. Dinner and presentation was on Sunday night and most camped over and made a night of it. One thing that really stood out was just how friendly everyone was. The kids could go up to any of the pros and they were all happy to talk to them. Toby Price would stop and talk to everyone and after the presentation threw $500 one the bar to celebrate his win. He also brought all the ladies a cocktail. Kye got plenty of free coaching from the Ballards Team. Just a pity it was on how to play pool not ride a motorbike. Then he and Ben Burrell went on to win quite a few games. It was a great weekend definitely do it again. Took a few photos so click on the link if you want a look.  
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